Me Tnv ovopacia auTtr €MEIVE OTNV I0TOPIA N agpaTtroBaTiKA TTIXEipnon, Trou emixeipnoe n NadioTikA Meppavia katd Tng KpATng oTIg
20 Mdiou 1941 ka1 n otroia €Ange dwdeka PEPEG HETA, TNV 1n louviou, ye TV KataAnyn tng MeyaAovoou. ‘Hrav pia atré Tig
ONMAVTIKOTEPEG HAXES TOU B' NMaykoopiou NMoAépou, pe TTOAAEG TTPWTIEG O€ ETTIXEIPNOIAKO £TTITTEDSO.

H améaon yia Tnv emideon otnv KpRTtn eéAReon amd 1o XitAep oTig 25 AtrpiAiou 1941, Aiyeg pépeg META TRV TTAPADOOCN TNG
NTTeIpWTIKAG EAAGSOG OoTIG duvapelg Tou Agova, kal EAafe TRV KwOIKA ovopacia «Emixeipnon Eppig» («Unternehmen Merkur»).
‘Hrav apuvTiKi Kal 6X1 TTIOETIKN €TTIXEIPNON, OTTWG aTTodEiXONKE apydTepa. O1 Meppavoi gixav wg oTéxXo va e§acalioouv Ta
VOTIOOVATOAIKA TOUG VWTA, EVOWEel TG ETTixeipnong Mmraputrapoca (Ekotparteia otn Pwaoia) kai va eopupoouv otn Bépeia Appikn,
ME epaAThplo TNV KpRTn, 6TTWG TTioTEVUAV OI ZUUMAXOL.

Tig TTapapovég TG €TTiBEONG, O ZUPHAXOI EiXAV TAKTIKO TTAEOVEKTNMO O€ ENpd Kal BGAaocoa, evw ol Neppavoi oTov aépa. ‘ETol, To
YEPHAVIKO ETTITEAEIO ATTOQPACICE va dIECAYAYEI TNV ETTIXEIPNOT ATTO AEPOG ME TN XPNOIMOTTOINOT OSUVANEWYV OAESITITWTIOTWY OE
gupeia KAigaka, yia TTpwTn Oopd OTNV TTAYKOCHIO OTPATIWTIKA 10TOPid. ETTIKEQAAARG TWV YEPHAVIKWYV OUVANEWYV TEBNKE O TITEPAPXOG
KoupT ZT0UVTEVT, 51 £TWYV, BETEPAVOG TTIAOTOG TOU A' Naykoopiou MNMoAépou. Eixe otn 81600} Tou 1190 agpotrAdva (TTOAEMIKA Kal
METAYWYIKA) Kail 29.000 avdpeg (AAESITTTWTIOTEG KAl TTEQIKAPIOUG), Evw ol ITaAoi 8a cuveloépepav 3.000 OTPATIWTEG.

Tnv KpATtn utrepaoTrifovrav 600l EAANVEG OTPATIWTEG EiXAV TTAPAMEIVEI OTO VNOi Kal duvapelg Tng BpeTavikAg KoivotroAiteiag
(Bperavoi, AuoTtpaloi kal NeolnAavdoi oTpaTIWTIKOI), TTOU giXav SIEKTTEPAIWOEI aT1rd TRV KaTeXOpevn EAAAGSa. To yevikd TrpdéoTaypa
gixe o veolnAavdog otpartnyog Mirépvapvt Opaiptrepyk, 52 eTwyv, BeTepdvog Kal autdg Tou A’ MNMaykoopiou MoAéuou. Ol
UTTEPAOCTTIOTEG TNG MeyaAoviioou aviipxovTto o€ repitrou 40.000, aAAd gixav aveTTapKni Kol amrapXaiwMévo oTTAIoNO, 18iwg ol
‘EAANnveg.

2TnVv epioXn Twv Xaviwyv gixe eykaraotadei o BaolAidg MNewpylog B' kal n €§6piotn EAAnvVIKA KuBépvnon utré Tov EppavounA
Tooudepd. O1 Zuppayxol yvwpeifav Je HEYAAEG AETITONEPEIEG TO YEPHAVIKO OXEDIO £TTIBEONG, APOU giXav KATOPOWOE! yia TTPWTN Q@Oopd
VA OTTACOUV TOU YEPHAVIKO KWAIKA ETTIKOIVWVIWV («ETTiXeipnon Aiviypa»). Opwg, TO TTAEOVEKTNHA AUTO BeV TO EKMETAAAEUTNKAV,
eaitiag Twv dia@wviwy Tou PPAIPTTEPYK HE TOUG avWwTEPOUG TOU 0TO Aovdivo. O1 Apepikavoi dev gixav £10éABg1 akoun otov MNMoAgpo.

H veppavikn €mifeon ekdnAwonke oTig 8 To TrPpwWi TNG 20Ng Mdiou 1941, pe Tn piwn AAESITTTWTIOTWY O& SUO PETWTTA: OTO AEPOBPOUIO
TOoU MdAgpe Kal oTnV gupuUTEPN TTEPIOXH TWV Xaviwv. Ta TTpWTA KUPATH TWV GAESITITWTICTWY ATAV EUKOAN Agia yia TOug
NeolnAavdoug kai Toug ‘EAANveG TTou utrepdomifav To MAAge. ZTIG pAXeEG EAARE MEPOG KAl MEYAAOG APIONOG ApdX WV HE 6,TI OTTAO
gixe otn d1a6g0n Tou, ATTO paxaipia wg 6TAa atrd Tnv eroxr TnG KpntikAg ETTavdcTaong.

O1 'eppavoi dev UTTOAGYICAV TN CUMMETOXT AUAXWYV OTIG ETTIXEIPNOEIG

H cuppeToXn XIAMABWYV AuaXWV OTIG ETTIXEIPAOCEIG TAV £VAG TTAPAYWYV TTOU deV giXav UTTOAOYiIOEl OI YEPHOVOI OXEDIOOTEG TNG
gmixeipnong. MNMioteuvav 611 o1 KpnTiKoi, yvWwOoTOI YIa TO AQVTIHOVAPXIKA TOUG aioBiuaTta, 8a utrodéxovrav Toug MNeppavoug wg
eAeuBepwTéG. Mia akoun Aavlaopévn EKTIMNON TNG YEPHAVIKAG AVTIKATAOKOTTEIOG UTTO TOV vauapyxo BiAxeAu gov Kavdapig Arav o
apIBuog TwV paxnTwy otnv KpRTn, Toug otroioug utroAdyiav og poévo 5.000 avopeg.

2TIG 4 TO atrdoyeupa TG 20ng Mdaiou éva véo KUpO aAeSITTTWTIOTWY €mece oTo P€Bupvo Kal pia wpa apyotepa oto HpdkAeio. Twpa, ol
paxeg diegayovrav oe Técoepa pETwTra: Xavid, MaAepe, PEBupvo kal HpdkAgio. H rpwTtn pépa tng Mdxng tng Kpntng é€Ange ue
MEYAAEG atTwAEIES Yia Toug Meppavoug kal aéBaia ékBaon. O B10IKNTAG TWV YEPHAVIKWY SUVANEWYV, TITEPpaPX0S KoupT ZTOUTEVT,
OTTOYONTEUHMEVOG ATTO TNV EEEAISN TWV ETTIXEIPNCEWYV, OKEPONKE AKOMN KAl TNV AQUTOKTOVIO, aVOAOYI{OEVOG TNV UTTOOXEON TTOU EiXE
dwoel oTov PUpep yia pia eUKOAN Vikn. To Bpddu TnG id1ag pépag, HETA aTTd PEYAAEG TTEPITTETEIEG, O BaoiAidg Mewpylog B' kai n
€Op1oTN EAANVIKN KUBEPVNON HETAPEPONKAV PE BPETAVIKO TTOAEUIKO OTNV AiyuTrTo.

A6 Ta Enuepwpata TG 21ng Mdiou o1 paxeg ocuvexiobnkav pe 101aiTEPN OPOJPOTNTA Kl OTA TEOOEPA PETWTTA. OI F'Eppavoi
EMIKEVTPWONKAV OTNV KATAANYN TOU agpodpoliou Tou MAAEE, OTTWG ATAV O TTPWTAPXIKOG TOUG OTOXOG KAl TO KATAPEPAV TTPOG TO
TEANOG TNG NHEPAG. ETTwEEARONKAV ATTO TNV ACUVEVVONGIa OTIG TASEIS TWV ZUMHAXWYV, AAAA UTTECTNOAV KOl TTAAI HEYAAEG ATTWAEIEG.
Avapeoa oToug YEPHAVOUG OAESITTTWTIOTEG TTOU KAaTEAABAvV To MéAge ATAV PIA HEYAAN TTPOCWTTIKOTNTA TOU AOANTIOHOU Kal ThG
TTUYHOXiOg, O TTpwnV TTayKOoHIog TTPpWTAOANTAG Bapéwv Bapwv Mag ZUEAIVYK, 36 eTwyv, TTOU £QepEe TO BAONO TOU deKavEéa.

H katdAnyn Tou agpodpopiou ATAV OTPATNYIKNG ONUAciag yia TV £EEAIEN TwV emIXEIpoewyv. O1 Meppavoi dpxicav va HETAPEPOUV
MEYAAeG duvdapelg atrd Tnv EAAGSa kal pe Tov ouyxpovo oTrAIcHO TTou d1€BsTav ATav BEpa Xpovou n Kuplapxia Toug oTh
MeyaAévnoo. Z1ig 28 Mdiou ol Feppavoi gixav amrwbAoEl TIG CUMHAXIKEG SUVANEIG TTPOG TA VOTIA, KABIOTWVTAG TOV ayWVa TOUG
paTalo. ‘ETol, To Aovdivo atro@doioce Tnv atmréooupon Twv duvdpewy TG KoivotroAitTeiag atrd Tnv KpAtn Kal Tn HETAQOPA TOUG OTNV
Aiyutrto. Ooeg povadeg dev Ta Karagepav, rapadodnkav otoug Meppavoug. MoAAoi ‘EAAnveg paxntég kai padi Toug 500 Bperavoi
avépBnkav oTa amrpociITa Bouvd TG KpATNnG yia va ouvexioouv Tov aywva. Tnv 1n louviou, ge Tnv mapdadoon 5.000 paxntwv ota
Z@akid, érreoe n auAaia Tng Maxng tng KpAtng.

O1 atrwAEIEg Yia Toug Zuppdyxoug ATav: 3.500 vekpoi, 1.900 Tpauparieg kKai 17.500 aixpdAwTol. O1I F'eppavoi, cUpPwva Je SIKA TOUg
oTolxEia, gixav 3.986 vekpoug Kal ayvooUuevoug, 2.594 TpaupaTieg, evw éxacav 370 agpotrAdva. ZUpNQWvVA, OHWG, HE CUHMMAXIKOUG
UTTOAOYIOHOUG, Ol YEPHAVIKEG aTTwAEIEG EeTTépacav TiG 16.000.

H Mdxn otnv KpiTn ovoudoTnKe Kol «NEKPOTAPEIO TWV YEPHAVWYV AAESITITWTIOCTWVY, EEAITIOG TWV MEYAAWYV ATTWAEIWV TOUG, YEYOVOG
Tou avaykaoe Tov XitAep va diatdgel Tov TEPUATIONO KABE agpatroBaTiKAG eTIXEipnong oTo HéAAOV. ATrd TnV TTAEUPd TOUG, Ol
ZUMMAYXOl EVIUTTWOIACTNKAV OTTO TIG MEYAAEG BUVATOTNTEG TWV CAESITITWTIOTWY OTN HAXN Kal SnUioUpynoav TiG SIKEG TOUG
agPATTORATIKEG SUVANEIG.



